ESCC LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN IMPLEMENTATION 2011 – 2016

Comments of the Friends of Lewes Society

The Friends of Lewes Society is the civic society for the town of Lewes.  It has been in existence since 1952 and has about 500 members.  It is affiliated to the national organisation Civic Voice.

The Society was pleased to read the projects listed for Lewes in the Implementation Plan.  In terms of priority it considers that strengthening the railway bridge in Station Road to be the most important.  It also wishes to see an extension of the 20mph zone in the town centre, improvements to walking and cycle routes, including cycle parking, and an improvement to public transport infrastructure including the interchange at Lewes railway station. Signage of how to walk to main destination points from the railway station, plus additional pedestrian signage within the town to these destinations is also needed,  whilst pedestrian signage to destinations outside the town but within the National Park would also be highly desirable.  On the other hand there is a proliferation of traffic signs in the town and some could probably be removed.

In relation to specific road improvements the Society wish to press for a reversal of the priority at the Fisher Street/West Street junction in order to improve air quality in both Fisher Street and Station Street.  In addition it trusts that the reference to Lewes/Ringmer refers to improving the Earwig Corner junction so that a proper queuing lane is provided for traffic wishing to go to Ringmer, as this should reduce the queuing on Malling Down in peak periods.

The Society also considers that reference should be made to the possibility of the Lewes to Uckfield railway line being reopened as part of the improvement to public transport infrastructure.  In addition, and without prejudicing the former, a bridge for walkers and cyclists only could be provided at North Malling using the abutments of the former railway bridge to provide a through route to Hamsey.

The Implementation plan document makes no reference to the large conservation area in Lewes and the need for the public realm to be given enhanced treatment when dealing with matters such as pavement repairs or street lighting. A further point is the need to ensure that street drains are well maintained and resources put into ensuring that the Integrated Urban Drainage Project works effectively.

Traffic noise and light pollution are issues which concern many people and in undertaking any implementation measures the County Council should use low noise road surfaces and street lights which have shades that prevent light pollution.

Robert Cheesman

Friends of Lewes Society

13 October 2011

